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A Move to Ease 
D.V.M. Shortage 
School 0/ Veterinary Medicine 
now admits 60 new students, 
twice the normal number. 
By RUTH BEBERMEYER 
"IT HELPS if you're thin," quip Dean Burnell W. 
Kingrey when he describes how the School of Veterinary 
Medicine doubled the size of the ente ring class from 
30 to 60 students this year. A visitor to the labs and 
c lassrooms sees what he means ; faciliti es are obviously 
designed to achieve maximum efficiency in minimum 
space. With the increased enrollment, made possible by 
additions to Connaway Hall this year and by completion 
in 1964 of the new $1,000,000 clinic, the school antici-
pates a total enrollment of 240 within four years. 
The demand for veterinarians far exceeds the supply ; 
yet few schools of veterinary medicine are being estab-
lished because the initial cost is now about $18,000,000. 
Missouri's School, established by order of the General 
Assembly in ] 946, is one of 18 in the country offering 
the D.V.M. degree. Thus far 443 persons, including 
three women , have earned the degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri. At the present time Ph.D. programs 
are also operative in three of the School's five depart-
ments: veterinary anatomy, veterinary microbiology, 
and veterinary physiology and pharmacology. The other 
departments which offer Master's programs are veteri-
nary pathology and veterinary medicine and surgery. 
Dean Kingrey estimates that perhaps half of this 
year's graduating class of 24 is destined for the Veteri-
nary Corps in the Army or the Air Force. Military 
veterinarians are appoi nted with the rank of 1st Lieu-
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Missouri's School has programs 
of varied research and continuing education 
for practitioners of state. 
Gelling a bandage for an injured leg, this puppy appears to feel assured he's in good 
hands. The small animal clinic of the School is a busy place. Belaw, veterinary students 
giving a horse a physical examination. 
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Germ-free equipment in plasti c container whe re small 
animols are kept for research purposes. Below, boy and 
his dachshund flnd attraction in lobby of clinic. 
One of three operating rooms, where animal patients get the same precau-
tions and equipment as accorded human patients. Here dog is undergoing 
eye surgery . Below, hydraulic equipment used in positioning large animals. 
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tena nt, a nd are responsible for food inspec tion , pre-
ventive med icine, and research of many k inds. 
THIS YEAR the Schoo l accepted its firs t non-res ident 
student, a fact whic h po in ts up the difficulti es en-
counte red by asp iring veterin ary stu dents whose home 
states do not have such schoo ls. (Abo ut 30 % or the 
ve te rinari a ns li censed each yea r in Misso uri a re grad-
uates of schools in other sta tes . ) Beca usc onl y a small 
pe rcent age of those who app ly ca n be acce pted , adm is-
sion is hi ghly se lect ive. App li ca tions must be in by 
M arch 1 fo r co nsidera ti on 1'0 1' the fo ll ow ing Septembe r's 
c lass . T he School sponsors an a nnu al "Ca ree r Day" 
whe n veter in ari a ns througho ut Missouri in vite interes ted 
high school students in their com mun ities to accompany 
them to Co lum bia fo r a firsth and look a t the life of a 
vete rin ary student. T hi s yea r 140 students and 40 vct-
te rin aria ns a ttended. 
Dean Kingrey points o ut that six yea rs is the mini-
mum time required for the D .V.M . degree, and th at the 
ave rage student takes abo ut 7 '12 yea rs. Afte r two years 
o f preprofessio nal tra ining the student spends hi s first 
two yea rs in the School of Veterin ary Medicine in the 
study of basic sciences, with concentration on clinical 
application during the last two yea rs. 
T he cl inic, which serves veterin ari ans and livestock 
men from all over the state, provides students with valu-
ab le experie nce. Private practitione rs ofte n refer animals 
there whe n specialized equipment is necessa ry fo r diag-
nosis and treatment so that, generally speaking, students 
have opportunity to study the most difficult cases. Any 
Dean B. W . Kingrey 
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an im al ow ne r may use the clinic se rvices and a rea resi-
dents o ften bring the ir pets fo r trea tment. A mo bile un it 
provides t rave ling ve te rin a ry se rvice to o utl ying a reas. 
C LOSELY ALLIED with th e School's teaching func-
tion is its activity in resea rc h. Dr. Les li e M urphy , Direc-
tor of Resea rch Develo pme nt in Ve terina ry M edicin e, 
points o ut enthu siastica ll y that M isso uri is espec ially 
favo red in thi s respec t beca use it is o ne of the few 
uni vers ities where schools o f Medic ine, of Vete rin a ry 
Med icine, and of Ag ri c ulture ca n be fo und o n o ne cam-
p us. T he schools coope rate o n a num ber o f resea rch 
projec ts and arc able to pool resources for grea test 
advantage. A mo ng the a reas o f coopera tive investiga-
ti on are cance r resea rch and projects dealing wi th the 
zoonoses- di seases tra nsmiss ible f rom a nimals to man. 
A t the p resent time ve terinary medicine school faculty 
arc invo lved in nea rly 40 sepa ra te resea rch programs in 
a variety of a reas. A random se lection of topics now 
under study includes a reas of resea rch in cance r, repro-
ductive biology, di seases o f livestock and companio n 
pet a nim als, environmenta l health , drug toxicity and 
metabo li sm, experimental surgery, ag ing processes, ra-
diation biology, laboratory animal medicine, and stan-
dardi za tio n o f clinical record keeping. 
T he School of Veterinary M edicine operates its own 
90-acre resea rch fa rm east of Columbia and cooperates 
with other University divisio ns in the operatio n of the 
513-acre Sinclair Compa rative M edicine R esearch Farm 
southwes t o f Columbia. T he la tte r was recently willed 
to the Unive rsity by Cha rles and Josie Sinclair. Director 
Dr. Charles C. Middleton , who assumed hi s duti cs at 
the fa rm M arch 1, is a ve te rinari an who came to Mis-
souri from the Bowman-Grey School of M edicine in 
North Carolina. A unique project at Sinclair Fa rm will 
be the lifetime study of lo ng-lived domcstie animals 
and the possible parallels with hum an growth , develop-
ment, a nd aging processes. Most previous resea rch in 
thi s a rea has dealt only with short-lived anim als because 
o f the obvio us difficulties involved in a project that may 
req uire several years for completion . The Sinclair Farm, 
available to resea rchers from all fo ur campuses of the 
University, will provide the means to carryon a continu-
ing program in the study of aging and chronic di seases. 
On June I the school will begin expansion in ano ther 
area. At that time Dr. Terence M. C urta in will assume 
his duti es in a newly created position, Director of Con-
tinuing Educatio n in Veterinary M edicine. Dr. C urtain , 
who comes to Missouri from Purdue University , will be 
responsible for a program designed to keep Missouri 
practitio ners acquainted with the la test techniques and 
procedures. 0 
